The need for undergraduate education in critical care. (Results of a questionnaire to year 6 medical undergraduates, University of New South Wales and recommendations on a curriculum in critical care)
One hundred and fifteen final year medical students of the University of New South Wales (UNSW) who were gathered together for mid-year lectures were asked to respond to a questionnaire which sought their perceptions of their knowledge of and competence in those skills required to prevent loss of life of patients with acute reversible life-threatening illnesses. There were 101 responders (88% response rate). A high proportion of students lacked practical experience of many of the skills or had not witnessed some procedures. They lacked confidence in their ability to manage acute emergencies. The results were similar to those in a separate study of the perceptions of New South Wales interns and resident medical officers of their competencies at the beginning of their intern year. The authors concluded that undergraduate education in critical care had not kept pace with the rapid evolution of critical care practice and describe the development and implementation of an explicit vertical and horizontal curriculum of critical care in the undergraduate curriculum of the UNSW.